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There is a lot of nice clipart available right from
Inkscape that you can use in your design. Go to File >
Import from Open Clip Art Library in the Inkscape
menu, and search for clip art. When you click on the
Open button, the artwork will be placed into your
canvas. It will be bitmap, though. If you want to be
able to change the artwork, visit
http://openclipart.org in your web browser and
An example cover design.
download the SVG from there.
Note the back covertext has been
ﬂipped upside-down. Why?

If you're designing a card or journal, you might want
to start out using the text tool. Write 'My Journal'
on the front if it's a journal, and think of a nice
phrase if it's a card, such as 'Happy Holidays!' or
'Season's Greetings!'

CREATING YOUR DESIGN!

HORIZONTAL CARDS:
Click the 'Center on Horizontal Axis' button.

VERTICAL CARDS:
Click the 'Center on Vertical Axis' button.

Don't worry if your divider isn't perfectly centered on your
canvas. Inkscape can take care of that for us. In the Inkscape menu, select Object >
Align and Distribute... - this will take care of the centering for us. Click on the
select tool / arrow in your toolbox, and then click on your divider so that
it is selected. (If it's selected, you'll
see black arrows and a dotted box all
around it.) Next, go to the Align and
Distribute dialog that should now bevisible
on the right side of your Inkscape window.
for vertical
Under Relative To select 'Page' and then....
cards

CENTERING THE DIVIDER

Select the pen tool from the toolbox on the left.
Click above your canvas vertically and in the center
horizontally and hold down the CTRL key on your
keyboard. As you hold CTRL you'll notice it snaps the red
line that appears. Move your mouse to below the canvas,
centered vertically, in a straight line from the ﬁrst click
you made. (Click from left to right on the canvas if your
card is horizontal!)

How will you know where the boundary is between the front cover and the back
cover? We'll create a divider between the two sides and center it on your canvas.

DESIGNING THE COVERS

Next, save your SVG by going to File > Save As... Name your ﬁle (I'm calling mine
GreetingCardCover.svg) and make sure the ﬁle ends in .svg! Choose a location to
save it on the left side of the dialog (I picked the 'My Files' folder) and click on
the 'Save' button on the lower right.
Finally, save your card covers as a PDF by selecting File > Print... from the menu
and choosing the 'Print to File' printer. Under the Name ﬁeld type something like
GreetingCardCover.pdf; under Save in Folder choose 'My Files'; make sure
Output Format has PDF selected. Finally, press the Print button in the lower right.
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You're going to want to follow the same steps you followed in 'Setting up your canvas'
on the front of this booklet. The diﬀerence is in what each side of the canvas means.
Check out the diagrams below to understand where to place things on the canvas.

CREATING A NEW FILE FOR THE COVERS

First, save your clipart by going to Extensions > Images > Embed Images. Click
the Apply button and wait for it to ﬁnish, then close the window.
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Here's how to save your cover design as an SVG (so you can change it later) and as a
PDF (so you can print and share it.)

SAVING THE COVERs IN SVG & PDF

So now you've designed the front cover (and a back cover, if you want.) It's time to
design the inside of your card or journal. We're going to create a new ﬁle for this.

DESIGNING THE CARD INSIDE
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